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Namaste saradedevi kasmira-puravasini |
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THEd — Salutations ﬂﬂa:c\{l% — Goddess of Wisdom EIw'I'Q'lff'\Tg'{EIT'\R:l"I-;-l — One who abides
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— knowledge di& —wisdom ® —and gl& H — to bestow upon me

Salutations to Sharadadevi, who is the Goddess of Wisdom and who abides in the City
of Kashmir. I pray to You daily to bestow upon me Knowledge and Wisdom.

Sarasvati, Sharadadevi is referred to as residing in the City of Kashmir. In India
administered Kashmir there is a temple dedicated to Goddess Sharada in the Village of
Sharada. Many years ago the Hindus there prayed to Mother Sharada as Kashmira-
puravasini; hence this reference in the above Stotram.

The Goddess of Wisdom is ever available to all. Yet, for Her grace to be experienced,
there must be an intense yearning for knowledge, especially knowledge of the Self, in
the seeker. This yearning in the heart of the seeker manifests as a prayer and thus the
seeker prays, not once but repeatedly, daily to Mother Sarasvati to grace Her wisdom
upon him. While Self-knowledge can be got by use of the intellect, to gain the
experience of that knowledge, i.e., to gain wisdom, is possible only by the Grace of the
Goddess, asitis beyond all human capacities.
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gl — One who is €l — faith YT — retention, memory, concentration 1‘Z\I‘JT—
intelligence El'l‘iiﬁ — Goddess of speech fafer e — Consort of the Creator
Brahmaa ¥tk — devotee [ST&™ — at the tip of the tongue ¥gdl— One who makes a
home ?e'lﬂ'lﬁ‘{— shama etc. (shama, dama, uparati etc.) IJ9T — qualities E{I'(I?\ilfﬁ—giver

(I bow down to) the One who is the personification of Faith (Shraddha),
Concentration, Memory, Retention and Intelligence. I bow down to the Goddess of
Speech who is the consort of the creator, Brahmaa, to the One who makes the tip of
the tongue of a devotee as her home and bestows the six qualities such as shama,
dama, uparati etc.

Mother Sarasvati is the Goddess of knowledge and gaining this highest knowledge
involves starting from developing the strength and right usage of the Antahkarana
(inner equipment) and the essentialities such as Shraddha and viveka. Thus Mother
Sarasvatiisalso the Goddess of all the aspects and qualities of the antahkarana.

Mother Sarasvati is the beloved consort of the Creator Brahmaa, providing the
knowledge required for creation. The Human species is the best of the creator's
creation as it is the human who can use the special faculty of Viveka to gain the highest
wisdom —experiential knowledge of the Self! Mother resides on the tip of the tongue of
such a human, whois now referred to as a bhakta, who prays for Her Grace. Her Grace is
experienced by devotees as the various qualities categorized as the Shadsampatti
(Sama, Dama, Uparati, Titiksha, Shraddha and Samadhana) manifestin them.
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Namami yamininatha lekhalankrta kuntalam |
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THIH — | bow T — Lord of the night, the Moon %@W— adorned with the
streaks/lines (lekha) FHedBH — to the one who has [such] ear rings Tl — to
Bhavani, the mother of the Universe HIH«d — scorching pains and sorrow of
samsara fef@TquT — extinguishing ¥l — nectar v'-l'q"\l'FL— to [such] river

1 bow down to the One, who wears earrings, which are adorned with the streaks of
moonlight - Mother Bhavani, the Mother of the Universe, the nectarine river who
extinguishes the scorching pains and sorrows of samsara.
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Just as the moonlight guides travelers on their journey in the darkness of the night,
Mother Bhavani guides all her devotees in their journey of sadhana which is through
darkness ridden samsara. The comparison given here is the light reflected off the
earrings worn by Mother Sarasvati.

She is the Mother of the entire universe and the only one capable of lifting her children
out of this samsara. Thus, she is the nectarine river that puts out the scorching sorrows
and helplessness that samsarainflicts upon her children, especially the seekers!!

Samsara is the result of ignorance and hence the solution to the issues of samsara is
knowledge, subjective knowledge alone. Thus, Mother Sarasvati, Goddess of Vidya is
the only one capable of removing this avidya(ignorance) and the resultant samsara.
May our mind be constantly tuned to the Grace of Mother Sarasvati.
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bhadrakalyai namo nityam sarasvatyai namo namah |
vedavedangavedanta vidyasthanebhya evaca |14 ||

W?\\J — for the auspicious Mother Kali 71 — salutation fercd — daily H’(’F@!FEI— for
Sarasvati - salutation €H: —salutations a?{— the Vedas %@ﬁ— the six limbs
of the Vedas aa'lr_d —the end part of Vedas, the Upanishads fermesTeng — from
[other] places of knowledge Wd —also 9 -and

Constant salutations to the Auspicious Mother Kali! Repeated salutations to Mother
Sarasvati, Goddess of Knowledge which forms the six limbs of the vedas, the Vedanta/
Upanishads and that which is obtained from other sources of knowledge too.

Bhadrakali is the Goddess of destruction of evil to restore auspiciousness. Goddess
Sarasvati is the one who bestows upon us knowledge. In essence, the two forms of Devi
bless us with what is needed to attain liberation. Evil manifests as ignorance alone; the
rest of the evils are by products of ignorance.

The removal or destruction of ignorance is restoring of knowledge. This knowledge is
given by the Lord, in the form of the vedas which forms the highest authority for Self-
knowledge.

To gain this highest knowledge, the antahkarana needs to be well equipped. To thus
prepare the antahkarana,knowledge from various other sources are very helpful.
Whatever the source maybe, knowledge is Mother Sarasvati. We pray to Devi again and
again for this knowledge, as knowledge is the only way out of this samsara.
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Brahmasvartipa parama jyotirtipa sanatani |
Sarvavidyadhidevi ya tasyai vanyai namo namah |15 ||

SISl — One who is of the nature of Brahman Y{HI — the Supreme (fem.)
ST — in the form of light, illumination (fem.) GATat — Eternal (fem.)

o 2
Hﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂﬂ%ﬁ’f — Presiding Goddess of all knowledge IAT — One who is (fem.) d&4 — for

N
Her a9 — for Speech 1 — salutation @ — salutation

Salutations again and again, to that Goddess of Speech, Vani, who is the presiding
deity of all knowledge, the Eternal, Supreme One, who is of the nature of Brahman
manifesting in the form of illumination (Awareness)

Goddess Sarasvati is in essence the Eternal, the Supreme, the Brahman alone!!
Awareness is Brahman. Brahmaswaroopa Sarasvati is Jyothiswaroopa!! Jyothi, light is
personification of manifested awareness that destroys the darkness, ie., ignorance.
Awareness manifests as thought, that is then expressed as speech. It is through speech
that knowledge is given and received. Thus, Mother Sarasvati, who is the Presiding deity
of allknowledge, is also addressed as Vani, Goddess of Speech.
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91 — whom Td€T — without SHTd_— world T — entire wasﬁa{— whole life HdH -
dead :I%lﬁ\— becomes Wﬂ'ﬁaﬁ — presiding Goddess of knowing dT-one who

Y 2 =
(fem.) a9 — for her AXEAH — for Sarasvati «HI — salutation dH: — salutation

Salutations again and again to the presiding deity of knowing — Sarasvati, without
whom the entire world and whole life becomes (as good as) dead!!

The whole world and my life exists only in my awareness of the world. This is the reason
the world and my life ceases to exist for me when I am in deep sleep and is again back in
the morning when my awareness awakens!!So also, my life!!
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In the waking state, my antahkarana functions tirelessly thus manifesting my world to
me. Similarly, the dream world again is the creation of my antahkarana alone!! The
antahkaranais made of thoughts which are an expression of knowing!!

Knowing is manifestation of awareness. Thus, we can say that without awareness or the
knowing principle, the world and my life is as good as dead.

Salutations!! Salutations to this knowing principle or Goddess Sarasvati!!
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Yaya vina jagatsarvarh mtikamunmattavatsada |
Ya devi vagadhisthatri tasyai vanyai namo namah |17 [|

91— whom T&4T — without SHTd_— world T4 — entire H%H — dumb, speechless
JeHTAd — like insane Hql —always IT—that which ?Fﬁ—Goddess TETISTEN —
presiding Goddess of Speech ER-%—for her aIT'J‘?\?I — for Speech 91 — salutation 79
— salutation

Salutations again and again to the presiding deity of speech — Sarasvati, without
whom the entire world becomes dumb, speechless and as though always insane!!

The entire Jagat (Jayate-born; Gacchati-goes; Tishthati-stays) is alive and functioning
due to the ability to communicate. Among us humans, the most important mode of
communication is Speech. Imagine the world without the ability of Speech, a dumb,
speechless world!! The human species would go insane if one day the ability of speech
inthemisremoved!!

All the teachings and learnings, be it in the objective or subjective sense are based on
speech! Thus speech is an important tool for plain living and more so, in the adhyatmic
learning. In fact the vedas are referred to as Shabdapramana, which is the highest
pramana(proof, authority) while using logic and reasoning. Shabda here refers to
speech.

As mentioned earlier, Mother Sarasvati is the Vagadhishthatri — presiding deity of
speech, also referred to as Vani. Salutations to Mother Vani!!

The above stuti of Goddess Sarasvati brings out the importance of awareness, knowledge
and speech in the evolution/journey of the seeker. As knowledge of the Self is the only
antidote to samsara which is ever ridden with shoka (sorrows) and moha (delusion), a seeker
who wishes to rise above the samsara and realize his True Self will be graced by Mother
Sarasvati, Goddess of Knowledge! Hence, in most of the shlokas we find Nityam and Namo
Namah - Salutations!! Salutations daily!! The power of Samsara Maya is such that every
day, every moment we seem to be deluded and hence the need to pray repeatedly for Devi's
grace to protect us and keep us going on the path of sadhana. May we constantly be tuned to

Devi's guidance! . .
Salutations to Mother Sarasvati !!
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