21 ﬂ"a‘i-?-l\'lsltl\ sr1 guru-stotram

IAUS-HUSSTHR T I T, |

. [aNNIE RN <N haN
oIS gId 49 aeH off IR a9: |
©DOTWIOBWPFTVTO IO 0eT 23T08TO |
3IWO [IFTO odeT A, HerdTbe IJzvg |l

akhanda-mandalakaram vyaptam yena caracaram |

tatpadam darSitarh yena tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

IFEUS-HUSHRR — of the form of a continuous globe ™ — pervaded o - by
which I - the moving and the immovable dcde — that state Q"I%Ic?[ —is
shown 39 - by whom T — to him =i ﬂ@l — to the Teacher €H: — Salutations

Salutations to the Teacher who shows that Truth which pervades this entire
universe consisting of moving and the immovable objects.

The entire universe that we perceive has its existence in the existence of the Supreme
Truth (dc9<); just as the entire dream world, which also includes various moving and
immovable objects, is pervaded by my mind alone and finds its existence in my mind
alone. Also, logically all effects can exist only in their cause and the cause always
pervades the effects. Thus, the universe with all its contents is the effect pervaded by its
cause, the Supreme Brahman, the Supreme Truth. One would never come to know or
understand this fact unless told by the Guru, who is a Shrotriya (One who is well versed
inthe Shruti, the Upanishads) and Brahmanishtha (who is established in that Brahman).
To such a Guruwho brings this to our understanding (Qﬁf?f) my salutations.

IR [ TR -S|
[a TR A N
ST o aEH off TN A9:

@mgémmocjz% mﬁmoasém%o\m
BHIYeIZo odes BF,; derdT[e Ie |

caksurunmilitarh yena tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

W-W‘cﬂ:ﬂ — of one who is blind (engulfed by the darkness of ignorance)
JEAFAA-RASRAT — with the small stick- the ointment of knowledge Jg: — the eye
I=Hifsd — opened 39 — by whom T&H it IXd FH: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who opens the eyes of one who is blind because of
ignorance, with the anointing stick of knowledge

Ignorance is the main cause for all suffering in the world. There are 3 aspects to
understanding our life —Jeeva (the individual), Jagat (the world) and Ishwara (the Lord).
Ignorance regarding the True Nature of Oneself leads one to misunderstand the above 3
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aspects and the relationship between them. This is why one suffers in the world. This
suffering, which mostly manifests itself as helplessness, can be removed only by Self
Knowledge, Atmajnana. This knowledge is available in the Shruti — the Upanishads.
However, to understand and imbibe this knowledge requires the Grace of the Sadguru.

The comparison given in this verse is very beautiful. This Atmavidya is like the healing
anointing stick (kajal) which, when applied, opens the eyes of a blind person! Since we
are all like blind ones trying to find our ways to that Eternal Bliss, we need that kajal
which opens our vision to our True Self and then when we see the world, it is all very
beautifulindeed!!

Prostrations to that Sadguru who opens our vision to the Supreme Truth, the
Atmajnana.

T I el T |

TN T wE el ot IR A o

MOTOWF T, OTODF TS NITOITFeIPe TBEJTe
noTeR TS0 Wm T, Jerdohe I |

gururbrahma gururvisnuh gururdevo mahe$varah |

gurureva param brahma tasmai $r1 gurave namah ||

J&: — The Teacher SI&AT - is Brahma — the Creator I%I'E‘ﬂi — Vishnu Sustainer éﬁi
T2%R: — God Shiva the Destroyer [&: W9 — The Teacher alone is W 5& — the
Supreme Brahman aen =i u@' H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who is the Creator Brahma, Sustainer Vishnu and
the Destroyer of the Universe, Shiva, who alone is the Absolute Supreme Reality
too.

The Parabrahman alone has, in the presence of Maya, manifest as these 3 Gods, the
Trimurtis, to manage the cycle of creation — Brahma, the Creator; Vishnu, the Sustainer
and Maheshwara, the Destroyer. However, the above verse equates the Guru to
Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara!

The Guru, when he comes across the prepared disciple, creates the desire to know
about the Higher, the Supreme and the desire to know his true nature and to
understand better, the world around him. Thus, the Guru has assumed the role of
Brahma, the creator!

When the disciple studies under the Guru, he is exposed to the Upanishads and the
Vedantic teachings by the Guru. He contemplates on the teaching and has plenty of
queries and doubts. The disciple, in his continued study under the Guru, expresses
and voices out his doubts and queries and the Guru explains in many different ways
until the disciple has understood well. This interaction sustains the disciple's interest
in continuing his sadhana and adhyayana. Thus the same Guru is now Vishnu, the
sustainer!

As the disciple's sadhana continues he finds certain moments of helplessness, of being
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stuck or stagnating. It is then that the Guru's Grace sees him through in many ways to
overcome the obstacles. Certain conditionings are very deep rooted and difficult to
overcome. The Guru, through his teachings and grace, constantly destroys the wrong
understandings that the disciple has. Thus, the Guruis now the destroyer!

Itis the Supreme Brahman alone who comes as the Guru, taking on the role of Brahma,
Vishnuand Maheshwarain adisciple's life and leads him to liberation!

Salutations to that Sadguru!

TR STFH AT lcahiad TaUaHl, |
acae gRid a9 aed off I[d A|:

m@wdo ZONZD0 ma@oo 033%0?33@ X2300BTO |
B3TWO [AFBO oDeI BH; SerdoHe I |

sthavaram jangamarh vyaptar yatkificit sacaracaram |

tatpadarm darSitarh yena tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

T — The inanimate ST§H — the animate =TH — pervaded gqd. ﬁb‘l%?l\ -
whatever U= - including the mobile and the stationary HH\EI?{ — that state

o C

RId — shown a9 - by whom aﬁ%ﬁﬂﬁﬂﬁ — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who shows that Truth which pervades whatever
thereisin this universe - living and non-living, moving and immovable..!

The universe is made of stationary and non-stationary, moving and immovable objects.
The universe is available for our cognition only so long as our mind is available. The
mind is our window to perceive the universe. The proof for this is the deep sleep state
where there seems to be no universe, no objective experiences, because the mind has
also become dormant for that period of time! However, | exist! Thus, the existence of
the universe is dependent on my existence and | am of the nature of Absolute
Existence! | am that Supreme Truth which is the cause of the Universe and as
mentioned above (inthefirst verse), the cause always pervades the effects!

Our salutations to that Sadguru, who brings to our understanding this Supreme Truth!

Ferd =iy acqd e T |
acqe afid 3 aed oft I[E o

WIONO TWAONIRFO B SReT0 FWTOWTO |
3330 WHFIO oDes BH, HerdTHe Tzg I

cinmayar vyapi yatsarvam trailokyarm sacaracaram |

tatpadar darSitamh yena tasmai $ri gurave namah ||
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"I — which is all Pure Consciousness <MY — pervasive dd_—which €9__ —all

TN

ASH_ - three worlds S, — with the moving and the immovable dd 93 —
that state Q"I%I%I\ — shown 39 — by whom aey off ‘\11%[ «H: — Salutations to that

Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who shows the Truth which is Pure Consciousness
and which pervades the three worlds with their movable and immovable
objects.

The Supreme Truth is referred to as Sat-Chit-Ananda i.e. Absolute Existence-Absolute
Consciousness-Absolute Bliss. As has been mentioned in the earlier verses, the
existence of the world lies in the existence of the mind which indicates that as long as |
am conscious, the world exists! The outer world exists only in our waking state when
the senses and mind are active and available. The inner world exists in the waking and
dream states as long as the mind is active and available. The deep sleep state also exists
in consciousness alone, although there is no tool (mind) to express it; however, when
we wake up and say | was in deep sleep implies that consciousness must been
pervading the deep sleep state too! Thus, the outer world and 3 inner worlds exist in
and are pervaded by Pure Consciousness which isthe Supreme Brahman alone!

Salutations to that Sadguru, who directs our vision to recognize this Supreme Truth!

c o

ofa RRRE-FRia-agegs: |
JgTeaTrgeEal 4 qeH off RS A

AIERE HTRETI, TVRTTEOLE |
BemoozoonnERcdRre ol 34, derddse I |

sarvasruti $iroratna-virajita-padambujah |

vedantambujastiryo yah tasmai $ri gurave namah |

oo

ﬁ—%-w-ﬁ{ﬂﬁﬁ-wt - One whose lotus feet shines with the crest-
jewel of all Vedas W-W:Fﬁlt — the sun (that makes) the lotus of Vedanta
bloom d: — who is TEH it TG dH: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who is the Sun that makes the lotus of Vedantic
Knowledge bloom and who stands resplendently on the wisdom of
Upanishads, which are the crest-jewel of all the Vedas.

This verse extols the Sadguru who plays a role of utmost importance in a seeker's
journey to liberation. The Sadguru is not just a teacher, but also one who is firmly
established in the Brahman, in his true Self, in the Supreme Truth. To be thus
established is possible only when one has mastered the knowledge of the Upanishads,
the essence of the Vedas and has brought it into his experience (wisdom). When such a
persontakesontherole ofa Guru, heis revered as the Sadguru!
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A seeker can gain information from various sources, including the Upanishads.
However, it is only under the guidance of a Guru that the information iscomprehended
by the intellect and is now the seeker's knowledge. Once, the seeker has gained the
Knowledge of the Self, the highest knowledge, the Brahmavidya, once again it is the
Guru's grace alone that he knowledge is finally transformed in to wisdom. This is just like
the lotus bud which is all set to bloom, just awaiting the rising of the Sun and its rays
falling on the bud! Once the Sun's rays fall on the bud, it has to bloom! Similarly, the
Sadguru is the Sun, His Grace is the rays of the Sun and the seeker is the lotus bud. The
lotus flower grows in muddy, murky waters and yet is unaffected by all that muck around
it. It just blooms in to a beautiful flower when the Sun's rays fall on it, bringing beauty
and joy tothe surroundings! The seeker too, being graced by the Sadguru, brings beauty
and joy tothe world around him!

Our heartfelt Salutations to such a Sadguru!

e A Al ATl PR |
fArgie-Fodia: aed ot IR 07 |

2'363558 m%@g T00BRC dg@éem3e§@e QTOTTS
VODWTOWICRSeTs TH, HerdTEe Ixe |l

caitanyah sasvatah $anto vyomatito nirafijanah |
bindunada-kalatitah tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

QA

dd«d: — Pure Spirit ATEd: — Eternal {M«d: — Peaceful =9 did: — beyond
space = — Taintless &-—g--‘-!ﬁ-ch@l-dﬂlc'l\ldt — beyond bindu, naada and kalaa
aey i {11%\[ «H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who is Pure Spirit, Eternal, Peaceful, beyond space,
Taintless and beyond Bindu Naada and Kalaa.

The Sadguru is one who is established in the experiential knowledge that He is the
Supreme Brahman. Naturally then, all the adjectives that we give in our attempt to
describe the Supreme would apply to the Sadguru too! The Sadguru is not the physical
form that we perceive and interact with. That is only a tool for transactions
(vyavahaara). The Sadguru, the Supreme One, is the Chaitanya, the Spirit, the Enlivening
Principle that brings life into the inert matter and makes all transactions possible! The
Brahman being Asangah, or unattached to another, can never be tainted, just as space
cannot be affected by anything that may appear or disappear in it! Also, the Supreme
Being, the very cause of space is naturally beyond space too! Thus it is ever-pure! The
Supreme isthe very cause of Time too and henceis Eternal!

Bindu refers to point, i.e., without any dimensions. It refers to the point from where all
dimensions, manifestations begin! Nada —refers to sound, which originatesin silence! It
is said that Om is the first sound from where all of creation has begun! Kala refers to face
or manifestation. There must be an unmanifest from where all manifestations arise! The
Supreme Brahman is beyond Bindu, Nada and Kala — beyond the manifest and the
unmanifest.

Salutations to the Sadguru who is verily The Supreme Brahman Alone!
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jhanasakti-samartdhah tattvamala-vibhiasitah |
bhuktimukti-pradata ca tasmai $r1 gurave namah ||

adQlf;h-HHI{c\cs: — established in the power of knowledge W-W-ﬁ'ﬂﬁ?ﬂ -
adorned by the garland of Truth ﬁ'\ﬁﬁ-ﬁﬁﬁ-w d — and the bestower of (worldly)
enjoyment and (spiritual) liberation H’FE\I ot {1@[ «H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher established in the might of Wisdom, whom Truth
adorns as a garland and who grants both worldly prosperity and spiritual
liberation.

The Guru guides the disciple through Shastra jnana or Shruti jnana. The shrutis or the
Vedas have different portions in them that are meant for Abhyudaya or worldly
prosperity and Nishreyasa or Spiritual liberation. Thus, the Sadguru can bless the
disciples with worldly prosperity (Bhukti) and Mukti (liberation).

In order to bless or grant something, one must have plenty of it. The Sadguru is well
established in the strength called Jnana, wisdom obtained from Vedanta Shastra. The
Supreme Truth which is the most precious essence of the Upanishads, the Vedanta
Shastra, is the ornament of the Sadguru! Thus, he can give both Bhuktiand Mukti!

Salutations to that Sadguru!

ST - -FHae - e |
-5 TeH o I a9 |

@5@%%5 ospks] B WOTNTORRe |
©YTITEO[S I, Jerddde Ie |

anekajanma-samprapta-karmabandha-vidahine |

atmajfiana-pradanena tasmai §ri gurave namah ||

iﬂ% SI*H — Many births ¥l - acquired FH-aT — bondage of action

FETIE — togqne who burns up JTcH-IM — Self — Knowledge ‘JIEFFI - by
bestowing aed =i {117:[ «H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who, by bestowing Self-Knowledge burns up the
bondage of work and its fruit, acquired through countlesslives.

The whole cycle of births and deaths that we individuals are seemingly caught up in are
based on the bondage that doership and enjoyership created! When we act with a
desire, by law of karma, we must experience the fruits of that action. The fruits may
come immediately or may come in our future lives. Thus, another birth is confirmed. In
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this manner, through countless lives we have accumulated fruits of action and seem to
be caught up in the bondage of action. The Upanishads are very clear that Self-
knowledge is the only way out of this bondage.

Bhidyate Hridyagranthih Chidyante sarvasamshayaah, kshiyante chaasyakarmani
tasmindrishte paravare - says Mundaka Up. For one who is asleep and is feeling bound
in his dream, the only way out of that bondage is to wake up! Waking up is knowing that
| am not the person in my dream and the whole dream world is simply a projection of
the mind! This knowledge of Oneself, Atmajnana burns away the rope of bondage
created by karma/action.

Salutations to the Sadguru who bestows upon us this Supreme knowledge, Atmajnana!

U G o GREIE: |
TN UISieeh qea ael off G |

BReR0 zjmyod@ee% @@wso TR0ROJTE |
MO TTRETTO ARG F; derdTsde Jzde I

Sosanam bhavasindhosca jiiapanarm sarasampadah |

guroh padodakam samyak tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

o — Drying up Wa-fa=i: T — of the ocean of the onIdIy existence A4 —
malging one know H-H¥qg: — of the wealth Supr\gme H{\li — of the Teacher Yig-
3q% — water used to wash feet @FJ&% — truly dtH ot TN H: — Salutations to
that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher! The water rendered holy by being used to wash the
Teacher's feet that truly dries up this ocean of worldly existence and makes one
know the wealth-Supreme (Truth)

When we enter into the path of spirituality, one of the first changes the Guru brings
about in us is our attitude towards the world outside. While we continue to transact in
the world outside, it is now with the right understanding of the world. The samsara, the
jagatis often compared to the ocean which seems to be unending and constantly active
with motions of waves. As we continue on the path of sadhana, we come to realise that
the world has no happinessin it that we have been looking for. The Guru then shows us
that the wealth of happiness is in the Supreme and | am not different from the
Supreme!! Thus, | am happiness! The mind full of thoughts (water), surrendered at the
feet of the Sadguru (used to wash the Guru's holy feet) is rendered holy and is now
shown the pathinwards towards True Happiness which is my nature itself!!

Salutations to such a Sadguru!

T IR aed A TR a9 |
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na guroradhikam tattvarh na guroradhikar tapah |

tattvajfianat pararh nasti tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

4 — Thereis pot ﬂi'\lt — than the Teacb\er'?aﬂw — higher @<d - Truth 9 -
There is not I[: — than the Teacher 3% — higher d9: — penance/austerity
W—EHF_L\ — than the knowledge of the Truth W — greater A — exists not
dtH AT ING dH: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher! There is no principle higher than the Teacher; there
is no greater austerity than service to the teacher; greater than the true wisdom,
there exists not anything.

The Guru is glorified in this verse. The Guru being established in the Supreme, is verily
the Supreme Brahman, the Highest Principle! Tapas or austerity is self-effort to
progress on the spiritual path, dissolving the ego bit by bit at every stage of Tapas.
When we are in the service of the Guru, he provides ample opportunities for the
disciple to melt his ego. Ego being the main obstacle in our progress, service to the
Guru, which destroys the ego, is the greatest Tapas! The Highest Knowledge is the
Knowledge of the Self, The Supreme Truth, as it is this alone that takes us out of the
bondage of cycle of birthand death!

Salutations to the Sadguru who ever abides in this Knowledge of the Supreme Truth!

T off ST g ofl SFTge: |
TETHT TRIATCHT a6 off [0 a7: |

DTVEFE SERNTOHE WTHTE ewMTHToE |
DTVTY, BVEPRTOTY, IF; HerdT[e IIe |l

mannathah §ri jagannathah madguruh $rijagadguruh |

madatma sarvabhtitatma tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

HA™Y: — My Lord ot SRTE: — is the Lord of the world tlg & — My Teacher 2]
Eﬂgﬁi —is 'E\he Teacber of the world HGICHT — my Self §4-¥dIcHT - is the Self of
all beings dtH ot YNG4 «H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher! My Lord is the Lord of the Universe, my Teacher is
the world-Teacher; my Self is the Self of All!

When the disciple has surrendered completely with Shraddha and Bhakti at the feet of
the Sadguru, naturally a prayer such as the above verse naturally flows out! Sri Adi
Shankara, in the dhyana-slokas of the Dakshinamurthy Stotram says that Ishwara, Guru
and Self are one and the same and not different from each other. The disciple also
comes to realise that the inner world and outer world are identical and that the outer
world is a projection of the inner world! Thus, naturally he extols his Sadguru as the
Jagadguru, His Lord (again his Sadguru alone) as the Lord of the world and his very Self (
not different from the Sadguru) as the Self of all in the creation!

Salutations to such a Sadguru!
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TR 76 T daad. |

TR TR AT R o I |
mdazro@dmc‘szg T8 wsmzﬁéwso |
modees TTBTO D& 3R derdTde Tzvs |

gururadiranadisca guruh parama daivatam |

guroh paratararh nasti tasmai $ri gurave namah ||

Te: ?HT% — The TeacQ\er is the beginning Bll?l'l'l%: fl — and without beginning 3]&:
— the Teacher is 9WH-gdd - the highest deity I[: — than Teacher T -
greater « 3&d — exists not d&H 1IN «H: — Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who is the beginning of the Universe, but Himself
without a beginning. The Teacher is the highest deity. There is nothing greater
than the Teacher.

The disciple continues to glorify his Sadguru in this verse. The disciple has now gained
the subjective experience that he is the Supreme Brahman alone! In that moment of
ecstasy, he cannot but express his reverence to his Guru! He experiences the Oneness
between the Guru and Himself as the Parabrahman who is the causeless cause of the
Universe. The disciple's devotion to his Guru pours out and for him the Guru is the
highest deity, most worthy of worship and reverence! Thus he cries out that there is
nothing greater than the Sadguru!

Our salutations to such a Sadgurul!
aHa A1 = U

aHa Fege §E @Hd |

v faan gfavt e

T d qH g ad |l
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Z30es DT, BREO e
Z30es F@EO W Teas |

tvameva mata ca pita tvameva
tvameva bandhusca sakha tvameva |
tvameva vidya dravinarm tvameva

tvameva sarvam mama deva deva ||

cdH @9 - You alone are HIAI ¥ — Mother and o <dq @9 - Father too are
yourself c<dH Ud d<g: I — You only are relation and 9@l <dH{ Ud - You alone are
the companion <dH{ Wd =1 - You alone are learning E{I%UT cdH Ud - riches too
you are <dH{ Ud @ - You are everything HH a_cl ia — to me, O Lord of Lords!
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You yourself are my Mother, Father, my relations, my companion, my learning
and my wealth! You are my All!

Continuing on the same aspect of glorifying the Guru, the disciple tells the Guru that for
him the Guru is the loving and nurturing mother who is always given the highest place
in anyone's life; the father who is the selfless provider and ensures that all is going well
in his sadhana; the bandhu, the relative, the special one who constantly keeps him in
the thought of the Supreme; the friend who is ever there for him and with him, all
through the tough times of sadhana! The disciple also extols the Guru as his greatest
wealth and also the highest knowledge. There is nothing that the disciple can afford to
omit and the list is endless! Thus in complete reverence and devotion the disciple
exclaims, O Guru, you are my Lord, my Everything!

The Guru Stotram takes us through the journey of a Sadhaka, a disciple who
having found his Guru, diligently following the path laid by the Guru, putting
in all his efforts, earning the grace of the ever-compassionate and loving
Guru, comes to gain the Wisdom of the Shastras, experiencing his true
nature as the Supreme Truth, the Brahman! The disciple glorifies and
extols his Guru in various ways through various stages of his sadhana! For
those of us who have found our Guru, this Stotram is very enjoyable,
reminding us repeatedly the important position and reverence we must give
our Guru inour life. The Guru, initially appears to be a guide on the path who
at one stage, when we completely surrender at his feet, becomes the path
itself! Finally, the Guru seems to merge with our destination and finally
there seems to be just one - call it Brahman, Supreme Truth, Sadguru or
Self,the Atmanl!

May we all recognise the Grace of the Guru in our life and ride on it along
with our self efforts as per his guidance on the sadhana path, serving the
Guruwith love and respect, and come to realise this onenessl!|

Om Sri Sadgurubhyo Namah !
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