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Ao{f-m{flakar< VyaÝ< yen cracrm!  ,

tTpd< dizRt< yen tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

CRAqÀªÀÄAqÀ¯ÁPÁgÀA ªÁå¥ÀÛA AiÉÄÃ£À ZÀgÁZÀgÀA   |

vÀvÀàzÀA zÀ²ðvÀA AiÉÄÃ£À vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

akhaëòa-maëòaläkäraà vyäptaà yena caräcaram   |

tatpadaà darçitaà yena tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

Ao{f-m{flakar< –  of the form of a continuous globe  VyaÝ<  –  pervaded  yen  –  by 

which  cracr<  –  the moving and the immovable   tTpd<  –  that state  dizRt<<  –  is 

shown yen  –  by whom  tSmE  –  to him  ïI gurve  –  to the Teacher  nm>  –  Salutations

Salutations to the Teacher who shows that Truth which pervades this entire 
universe consisting of moving and the immovable objects.

The entire universe that we perceive has its  existence in the existence of the Supreme 
Truth (tTpd<);  just as the entire dream world, which also includes various moving and 
immovable objects, is pervaded by my mind alone and finds its existence in my mind 
alone. Also, logically all effects can exist only in their cause and the cause always 
pervades the effects. Thus, the universe with all its contents is the effect pervaded by its 
cause, the Supreme Brahman, the Supreme Truth. One would never come to know or 
understand this fact unless told by the Guru, who is a Shrotriya (One who is well versed 
in the Shruti, the Upanishads) and Brahmanishtha (who is established in that Brahman). 
To such a Guru who brings this to our understanding (dizRt<<)  my salutations.

A}an-itimraNxSy }anaÃn-zlakya  ,

c]uéNmIilt< yen tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

CeÁÕ£Àw«ÄgÁAzsÀ¸Àå eÁÕ£ÁAd£À±À¯ÁPÀAiÀiÁ   

ZÀPÀÄëgÀÄ¤äÃ°vÀA AiÉÄÃ£À vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

ajïäna-timirändhasya jïänäïjana-çaläkayä   |

cakñurunmélitaà yena tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

A}an-itimraNxSy  –  of one who is blind (engulfed by the darkness of ignorance)  

}anaÃn-zlakya  –  with the small stick- the ointment of knowledge  c]u>  –  the eye  

%NmIilt<  –  opened  yen  –  by whom  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who opens the eyes of one who is blind because of 
ignorance, with the anointing stick of knowledge

Ignorance is the main cause for all suffering in the world. There are 3 aspects to 
understanding our life – Jeeva (the individual), Jagat (the world) and Ishwara (the Lord). 
Ignorance regarding the True Nature of Oneself leads one to misunderstand the above 3 

ïI guéStaeÇm!        çré guru-stotram
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aspects and the relationship between them. This is why one suffers in the world. This 
suffering, which mostly manifests itself as helplessness, can be removed only by Self 
Knowledge, Atmajnana. This knowledge is available in the Shruti – the Upanishads. 
However, to understand and imbibe this knowledge requires the Grace of the Sadguru. 

The comparison given in this verse is very beautiful. This Atmavidya is like the healing 
anointing stick (kajal) which, when applied, opens the eyes of a blind person! Since we 
are all like blind ones trying to find our ways to that Eternal Bliss, we need that kajal 
which opens our vision to our True Self and then when we see the world, it is all very 
beautiful indeed!!

Prostrations to that Sadguru who opens our vision to the Supreme Truth, the 
Atmajnana.

guéäRüa guéivR:[u> guédeRvae mheñr>  ,

guérev pr< äü tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

UÀÄgÀÄ§æðºÁä UÀÄgÀÄ«ðµÀÄÚB UÀÄgÀÄzÉðÃªÉÇÃ ªÀÄºÉÃ±ÀégÀB   |

UÀÄgÀÄgÉÃªÀ ¥ÀgÀA §æºÀä vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

gururbrahmä gururviñëuù gururdevo maheçvaraù   |

gurureva paraà brahma tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

gué>  –  The Teacher  äüa  –  is Brahma – the Creator  iv:[u>  –  Vishnu Sustainer  dev> 

mheñr>   –  God Shiva the Destroyer  gué> @v  –  The Teacher alone is  pr< äü  –  the 

Supreme Brahman  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who is the Creator Brahma, Sustainer Vishnu and 

the Destroyer of the Universe, Shiva, who alone is the Absolute Supreme Reality 

too.

The Parabrahman alone has, in the presence of Maya, manifest as these 3 Gods, the 
Trimurtis, to manage the cycle of creation – Brahma, the Creator; Vishnu, the Sustainer 
and Maheshwara, the Destroyer. However, the above verse equates the Guru to 
Brahma, Vishnu and Maheshwara!

The Guru, when he comes across the prepared disciple, creates the desire to know 
about the Higher, the Supreme and the desire to know his true nature and to 
understand better, the world around him. Thus, the Guru has assumed the role of 
Brahma, the creator!

When the disciple studies under the Guru, he is exposed to the Upanishads and the 
Vedantic teachings by the Guru. He contemplates on the teaching and has plenty of 
queries and doubts. The disciple, in his continued study under the Guru, expresses 
and voices out his doubts and queries and the Guru explains in many different ways 
until the disciple has understood well. This interaction sustains the disciple's interest 
in continuing his sadhana and adhyayana. Thus the same Guru is now Vishnu, the 
sustainer!

As the disciple's sadhana continues he finds certain moments of helplessness, of being 
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stuck or stagnating. It is then that the Guru's Grace sees him through in many ways to 
overcome the obstacles. Certain conditionings are very deep rooted and difficult to 
overcome. The Guru, through his teachings and grace, constantly destroys the wrong 
understandings that the disciple has.  Thus, the Guru is now the destroyer!

It is the Supreme Brahman alone who comes as the Guru, taking on the role of Brahma, 
Vishnu and Maheshwara in a disciple's life and leads him to liberation! 

Salutations to that Sadguru!

Swavr< j¼m< VyaÝ< yiTkiÂt! scracrm!  ,

tTpd< dizRt< yen tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

¸ÁÜªÀgÀA dAUÀªÀÄA ªÁå¥ÀÛA AiÀÄwÌAavï ¸ÀZÀgÁZÀgÀA   |

vÀvÀàzÀA zÀ²ðvÀA AiÉÄÃ£À vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

sthävaraà jaìgamaà vyäptaà yatkiïcit sacaräcaram   |

tatpadaà darçitaà yena tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

Swavr<  –  The inanimate  j¼m<  –  the animate  VyaÝ<  –  pervaded  yt!  ikiÂt!  – 

whatever  scracr<  –  including the mobile and the stationary  tt! pd<  –  that state  

dizRt<  –  shown  yen  –  by whom  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who shows that Truth which pervades whatever 
there is in this universe – living and non-living, moving and immovable..!

The universe is made of stationary and non-stationary, moving and immovable objects. 
The universe is available for our cognition only so long as our mind is available. The 
mind is our window to perceive the universe. The proof for this is the deep sleep state 
where there seems to be no universe, no objective experiences, because the mind has 
also become dormant for that period of time! However, I exist! Thus, the existence of 
the universe is dependent on my existence and I am of the nature of Absolute 
Existence! I am that Supreme Truth which is the cause of the Universe and as 
mentioned above (in the first verse), the cause always pervades the effects! 

Our salutations to that Sadguru, who brings to our understanding this Supreme Truth!

icNmy< Vyaip yTsv¡ ÇElaeKy< scracrm!  ,

tTpd< dizRt< yen tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

a£ÀäAiÀÄA ªÁå¦AiÀÄvÀìªÀðA vÉæöÊ¯ÉÆÃPÀåA ¸ÀZÀgÁZÀgÀA   |

vÀvÀàzÀA zÀ²ðvÀA AiÉÄÃ£À vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

cinmayaà vyäpi yatsarvaà trailokyaà sacaräcaram   |

tatpadaà darçitaà yena tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||
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icNmy<  –  which is all Pure Consciousness  Vyaip  –  pervasive  yt!  – which  sv¡ !  – all  

ÇElaeKy<!  – three worlds  scracrm!  – with the moving and the immovable  tt! pd<!  – 

that state  dizRt<!  – shown  yen  – by whom  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that 

Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who shows the Truth which is Pure Consciousness 
and which pervades the three worlds with their movable and immovable 
objects.

The Supreme Truth is referred to as Sat-Chit-Ananda i.e. Absolute Existence-Absolute 
Consciousness-Absolute Bliss. As has been mentioned in the earlier verses, the 
existence of the world lies in the existence of the mind which indicates that as long as I 
am conscious, the world exists! The outer world exists only in our waking state when 
the senses and mind are active and available. The inner world exists in the waking and 
dream states as long as the mind is active and available. The deep sleep state also exists 
in consciousness alone, although there is no tool (mind) to express it; however, when 
we wake up and say I was in deep sleep implies that consciousness must been 
pervading the deep sleep state too!  Thus, the outer world and 3 inner worlds exist in 
and are pervaded by Pure Consciousness which is the Supreme Brahman alone!

Salutations to that Sadguru, who directs our vision to recognize this Supreme Truth!

svRïuit izraerÆ-ivraijt-pdaMbuj>  ,

vedaNtaMbujsUyaeR y> tSmE ïI gurve nm>  ,

¸ÀªÀð±ÀÄæw ²gÉÆÃgÀvÀß «gÁfvÀ¥ÀzÁA§ÄdB   |

ªÉÃzÁAvÁA§Äd¸ÀÆAiÉÆðÃ AiÀÄB vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

sarvaçruti çiroratna-viräjita-padämbujaù   |

vedäntämbujasüryo yaù tasmai çré gurave namaù   |

svR-ïuit-izraerÆ-ivraijt-pdaMbuj>   –  One whose lotus feet shines with the crest-
jewel of all Vedas   vedaNt-AMbuj-sUyR>  –  the sun (that makes) the lotus of Vedanta 
bloom  y>  –  who is  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who is the Sun that makes the lotus of Vedantic 
Knowledge bloom and who stands resplendently on the wisdom of 
Upanishads, which are the crest-jewel of all the Vedas.

This verse extols the Sadguru who plays a role of utmost importance in a seeker's 
journey to liberation. The Sadguru is not just a teacher, but also one who is firmly 
established in the Brahman, in his true Self, in the Supreme Truth. To be thus 
established is possible only when one has mastered the knowledge of the Upanishads, 
the essence of the Vedas and has brought it into his experience (wisdom). When such a 
person takes on the role of a Guru, he is revered as the Sadguru! 
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A seeker can gain information from various sources, including the Upanishads. 
However, it is only under the guidance of a Guru that the information iscomprehended 
by the intellect and is now the seeker's knowledge. Once, the seeker has gained the 
Knowledge of the Self, the highest knowledge, the Brahmavidya, once again it is the 
Guru's grace alone that he knowledge is finally transformed in to wisdom. This is just like 
the lotus bud which is all set to bloom, just awaiting the rising of the Sun and its rays 
falling on the bud! Once the Sun's rays fall on the bud, it has to bloom! Similarly, the 
Sadguru is the Sun, His Grace is the rays of the Sun and the seeker is the lotus bud. The 
lotus flower grows in muddy, murky waters and yet is unaffected by all that muck around 
it. It just blooms in to a beautiful flower when the Sun's rays fall on it, bringing beauty 
and joy to the surroundings! The seeker too, being graced by the Sadguru, brings beauty 
and joy to the world around him!

Our heartfelt Salutations to such a Sadguru!

cEtNy> zañt> zaNtae VyaematItae inrÃn>  ,

ibNÊnad-klatIt> tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

ZÉÊvÀ£ÀåB ±Á±ÀévÀB ±ÁAvÉÆÃ ªÉÇåÃªÀiÁwÃvÉÆÃ ¤gÀAd£ÀB   |

©AzÀÄ£ÁzÀPÀ¯ÁwÃvÀB vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

caitanyaù çäçvataù çänto vyomätéto niraïjanaù   |

bindunäda-kalätétaù tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

cEtNy>  –  Pure Spirit  zañt>  –  Eternal  zaNt>  –  Peaceful  Vyaem AtIt>  –  beyond 

space  inrÃn>  –  Taintless  ibNÊ-nad-kla-AtIt>  –  beyond bindu, naada and kalaa  

tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who is Pure Spirit, Eternal, Peaceful, beyond space, 
Taintless and beyond Bindu Naada and Kalaa.

The Sadguru is one who is established in the experiential knowledge that He is the 
Supreme Brahman. Naturally then, all the adjectives that we give in our attempt to 
describe the Supreme would apply to the Sadguru too! The Sadguru is not the physical 
form that we perceive and interact with. That is only a tool for transactions 
(vyavahaara). The Sadguru, the Supreme One, is the Chaitanya, the Spirit, the Enlivening 
Principle that brings life into the inert matter and makes all transactions possible! The 
Brahman being Asangah, or unattached to another, can never be tainted, just as space 
cannot be affected by anything that may appear or disappear in it! Also, the Supreme 
Being, the very cause of space is naturally beyond space too! Thus it is ever-pure! The 
Supreme is the very cause of Time too and hence is Eternal!

Bindu refers to point, i.e., without any dimensions. It refers to the point from where all 
dimensions, manifestations begin! Nada – refers to sound, which originates in silence! It 
is said that Om is the first sound from where all of creation has begun! Kala refers to face 
or manifestation. There must be an unmanifest from where all manifestations arise! The 
Supreme Brahman is beyond Bindu, Nada and Kala – beyond the manifest and the 
unmanifest.

Salutations to the Sadguru who is verily The Supreme Brahman Alone!



Hari Om

www.sadhanamandira.com

}anzi´-smaêF> tÅvmala-ivÉUi;t>  ,
Éui´mui´-àdata c tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

eÁÕ£À±ÀQÛ¸ÀªÀiÁgÀÆqsÀB vÀvÀÛ÷éªÀiÁ¯Á«¨sÀÆ¶vÀB   |
¨sÀÄQÛªÀÄÄQÛ¥ÀæzÁvÁ ZÀ vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

jïänaçakti-samärüòhaù tattvamälä-vibhüñitaù   |

bhuktimukti-pradätä ca tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

}nzi´-smaêF>  –  established in the power of knowledge  tÅv-mala-ivÉUi;t>  –  

adorned by the garland of Truth  Éui´-mui´-àdata c  –  and the bestower of (worldly) 

enjoyment and (spiritual) liberation  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher established in the might of Wisdom, whom Truth 
adorns as a garland and who grants both worldly prosperity and spiritual 
liberation.

The Guru guides the disciple through Shastra jnana or Shruti jnana. The shrutis or the 
Vedas have different portions in them that are meant for Abhyudaya or worldly 
prosperity and Nishreyasa or Spiritual liberation. Thus, the Sadguru can bless the 
disciples with worldly prosperity (Bhukti) and Mukti (liberation).

In order to bless or grant something, one must have plenty of it. The Sadguru is well 
established in the strength called Jnana, wisdom obtained from Vedanta Shastra. The 
Supreme Truth which is the most precious essence of the Upanishads, the Vedanta 
Shastra, is the ornament of the Sadguru! Thus, he can give both Bhukti and Mukti!  

Salutations to that Sadguru!

AnekjNm-sMàaÝ-kmRbNx-ivdaihne  ,

AaTm}an-àdanen tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

C£ÉÃPÀd£Àä¸ÀA¥Áæ¥ÀÛ PÀªÀÄð§AzsÀ«zÁ»£ÉÃ   |

DvÀäeÁÕ£À¥ÀæzÁ£ÉÃ£À vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

anekajanma-sampräpta-karmabandha-vidähine   |

ätmajïäna-pradänena tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

Anek-jNm  –  Many births  sMàaÝ  –  acquired  kmR-bNx  –  bondage of action  
ivdaihne  –  to one who burns up  AaTm-}an  –  Self – Knowledge  àdanen  –  by 
bestowing  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher, who, by bestowing Self-Knowledge burns up the 
bondage of work and its fruit, acquired through countless lives.

The whole cycle of births and deaths that we individuals are seemingly caught up in are 
based on the bondage that doership and enjoyership created! When we act with a 
desire, by law of karma, we must experience the fruits of that action. The fruits may 
come immediately or may come in our future lives. Thus, another birth is confirmed. In 
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this manner, through countless lives we have accumulated fruits of action and seem to 
be caught up in the bondage of action. The Upanishads are very clear that Self- 
knowledge is the only way out of this bondage.

Bhidyate Hridyagranthih Chidyante sarvasamshayaah, kshiyante chaasyakarmani 
tasmindrishte paravare - says Mundaka Up. For one who is asleep and is feeling bound 
in his dream, the only way out of that bondage is to wake up! Waking up is knowing that 
I am not the person in my dream and the whole dream world is simply a projection of 
the mind! This knowledge of Oneself, Atmajnana burns away the rope of bondage 
created by karma/action.

Salutations to the Sadguru who bestows upon us this Supreme knowledge, Atmajnana!

zae;[< ÉvisNxaeí }apn< sarsMpd>  ,

gurae> padaedk< sMykœ tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

±ÉÆÃµÀtA ¨sÀªÀ¹AzsÉÆÃ±ÀÑ eÁÕ¥À£ÀA ¸ÁgÀ¸ÀA¥ÀzÀB   |

UÀÄgÉÆÃB ¥ÁzÉÆÃzÀPÀA ¸ÀªÀÄåPï vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

çoñaëaà bhavasindhoçca jïäpanaà särasampadaù   |

guroù pädodakaà samyak tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

zae;[<  –  Drying up  Év-isNxae> c  –  of the ocean of the worldly existence  }apn<  –  
making one know  sar-sMpd>  –  of the wealth Supreme  gurae>  –  of the Teacher  pad-
%dk<  –  water used to wash feet  sMykœ  –  truly  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to 
that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher! The water rendered holy by being used to wash the 
Teacher's feet that truly dries up this ocean of worldly existence and makes one 
know the wealth-Supreme (Truth)

When we enter into the path of spirituality, one of the first changes the Guru brings 
about in us is our attitude towards the world outside. While we continue to transact in 
the world outside, it is now with the right understanding of the world. The samsara, the 
jagat is often compared to the ocean which seems to be unending and constantly active 
with motions of waves. As we continue on the path of sadhana, we come to realise that 
the world has no happiness in it that we have been looking for. The Guru then shows us 
that the wealth of happiness is in the Supreme and I am not different from the 
Supreme!! Thus, I am happiness! The mind full of thoughts (water), surrendered at the 
feet of the Sadguru (used to wash the Guru's holy feet) is rendered holy and is now 
shown the path inwards towards True Happiness which is my nature itself!!

Salutations to such a Sadguru!

n guraerixk< tÅv< n guraerixk< tp>  ,

tÅv}anat! pr< naiSt tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

£À UÀÄgÉÆÃgÀ¢üPÀA vÀvÀÛ÷éA £À UÀÄgÉÆÃgÀ¢üPÀA vÀ¥ÀB   |

vÀvÀÛ÷éeÁÕ£ÁvÀàgÀA £Á¹Û vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||
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na guroradhikaà tattvaà na guroradhikaà tapaù   |

tattvajïänät paraà nästi tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

n   –  There is not  gurae>  –  than the Teacher  Aixk<  –  higher  tÅv<  –  Truth  n   –  
There is not  gurae>  –  than the Teacher  Aixk<  –  higher  tp>  –  penance/austerity  
tÅv-}anat!  –  than the knowledge of the Truth  pr<  –  greater  n AiSt  –  exists not  
tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher!  There is no principle higher than the Teacher; there 
is no greater austerity than service to the teacher; greater than the true wisdom, 
there exists not anything.

The Guru is glorified in this verse. The Guru being established in the Supreme, is verily 
the Supreme Brahman, the Highest Principle! Tapas or austerity is self-effort to 
progress on the spiritual path, dissolving the ego bit by bit at every stage of Tapas. 
When we are in the service of the Guru, he provides ample opportunities for the 
disciple to melt his ego. Ego being the main obstacle in our progress, service to the 
Guru, which destroys the ego, is the greatest Tapas! The Highest Knowledge is the 
Knowledge of the Self, The Supreme Truth, as it is this alone that takes us out of the 
bondage of cycle of birth and death!

Salutations to the Sadguru who ever abides in this Knowledge of the Supreme Truth!

mÚaw> ïI jgÚaw> mÌ‚é> ïI jgÌ‚é>  ,

mdaTma svRÉUtaTma tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

ªÀÄ£ÁßxÀB ²æÃdUÀ£ÁßxÀB ªÀÄzÀÄÎgÀÄB ²æÃdUÀzÀÄÎgÀÄB   |

ªÀÄzÁvÁä ¸ÀªÀð¨sÀÆvÁvÁä vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

mannäthaù çré jagannäthaù madguruù çré jagadguruù   |

madätmä sarvabhütätmä tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

mÚaw>  –  My Lord  ïI jgÚaw>  –  is the Lord of the world  mdœ gué>  –  My Teacher  ïI 
jgÌ‚é>  –  is the Teacher of the world  mdaTma  –  my Self  svR-ÉUtaTma  –  is the Self of 
all beings  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher! My Lord is the Lord of the Universe, my Teacher is 
the world-Teacher; my Self is the Self of All!

When the disciple has surrendered completely with Shraddha and Bhakti at the feet of 
the Sadguru, naturally a prayer such as the above verse naturally flows out! Sri Adi 
Shankara, in the dhyana-slokas of the Dakshinamurthy Stotram says that Ishwara, Guru 
and Self are one and the same and not different from each other. The disciple also 
comes to realise that the inner world and outer world are identical and that the outer 
world is a projection of the inner world! Thus, naturally he extols his Sadguru as the 
Jagadguru, His Lord (again his Sadguru alone) as the Lord of the world and his very Self ( 
not different from the Sadguru) as the Self of all in the creation! 

Salutations to such a Sadguru!
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guéraidrnaidí gué> prm dEvtm!  ,

gurae> prtr< naiSt tSmE ïI gurve nm>  .

UÀÄgÀÄgÁ¢gÀ£Á¢±ÀÑ UÀÄgÀÄB ¥ÀgÀªÀÄzÉÊªÀvÀA    |

UÀÄgÉÆÃB ¥ÀgÀvÀgÀA £Á¹Û vÀ¸ÉäöÊ ²æÃUÀÄgÀªÉÃ £ÀªÀÄB   ||

gururädiranädiçca guruù parama daivatam   |

guroù parataraà nästi tasmai çré gurave namaù   ||

gué> Aaid  –  The Teacher is the beginning  Anaid> c  –  and without beginning  gué>  
–  the Teacher is  prm-dEvt<  –  the highest deity  gurae>  –  than Teacher  prtr<  –  
greater  n AiSt  –  exists not  tSmE ïI gurve nm>  –  Salutations to that Teacher

Salutations to that Teacher who is the beginning of the Universe, but Himself 
without a beginning.  The Teacher is the highest deity.  There is nothing greater 
than the Teacher.

The disciple continues to glorify his Sadguru in this verse. The disciple has now gained 
the subjective experience that he is the Supreme Brahman alone! In that moment of 
ecstasy, he cannot but express his reverence to his Guru! He experiences the Oneness 
between the Guru and Himself as the Parabrahman who is the causeless cause of the 
Universe. The disciple's devotion to his Guru pours out and for him the Guru is the 
highest deity, most worthy of worship and reverence! Thus he cries out that there is 
nothing greater than the Sadguru!

Our salutations to such a Sadguru!

Tvmev mata c ipta Tvmev

Tvmev bNxuí soa Tvmev  ,

Tvmev iv*a Ôiv[< Tvmev

Tvmev sv¡ mm dev dev  .

vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ ªÀiÁvÁ ZÀ ¦vÁ vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ

vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ §AzsÀÄ±ÀÑ ¸ÀSÁ vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ   |

vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ «zÁå zÀæ«tA vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ

vÀéªÉÄÃªÀ ¸ÀªÀðA ªÀÄªÀÄ zÉÃªÀ zÉÃªÀ   ||

tvameva mätä ca pitä tvameva

tvameva bandhuçca sakhä tvameva   |

tvameva vidyä draviëaà tvameva

tvameva sarvaà mama deva deva   ||

Tvm! @v  –  You alone are  mata c  –  Mother and  ipta Tvm! @v  –  Father too are 

yourself  Tvm! @v bNxu> c  –  You only are relation and  soa Tvm! @v  –  You alone are 

the companion  Tvm! @v iv*a  –  You alone are learning  Ôiv[< Tvm! @v  –  riches too 

you are  Tvm! @v sv¡  –  You are everything  mm dev dev  –  to me, O Lord of Lords!



You yourself are my Mother, Father, my relations, my companion, my learning 

and my wealth! You are my All!

Continuing on the same aspect of glorifying the Guru, the disciple tells the Guru that for 

him the Guru is the loving and nurturing mother who is always given the highest place 

in anyone's life; the father who is the selfless provider and ensures that all is going well 

in his sadhana; the bandhu, the relative, the special one who constantly keeps him in 

the thought of the Supreme; the friend who is ever there for him and with him, all 

through the tough times of sadhana! The disciple also extols the Guru as his greatest 

wealth and also the highest knowledge. There is nothing that the disciple can afford to 

omit and the list is endless! Thus in complete reverence and devotion the disciple 

exclaims, O Guru, you are my Lord, my Everything!

The Guru Stotram takes us through the journey of a Sadhaka, a disciple who 

having found his Guru, diligently following the path laid by the Guru, putting 

in all his efforts, earning the grace of the ever-compassionate and loving 

Guru, comes  to gain the Wisdom of the Shastras, experiencing his true 

nature as the Supreme Truth, the Brahman! The disciple glorifies and 

extols his Guru in various ways through various stages of his sadhana! For 

those of us who have found our Guru, this Stotram is very enjoyable, 

reminding us repeatedly the important position and reverence we must give 

our Guru in our life. The Guru, initially appears to be a guide on the path who 

at one stage, when we completely surrender at his feet, becomes the path 

itself! Finally, the Guru seems to merge with our destination and finally 

there seems to be just one – call it Brahman, Supreme Truth, Sadguru or 

Self, the Atman!!

May we all recognise the Grace of the Guru in our life and ride on it along 

with our self efforts as per his guidance on the sadhana path, serving the 

Guru with love and respect, and come to realise this oneness!!

Om Sri Sadgurubhyo Namah !

Hari Om

www.sadhanamandira.com
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