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yda ikiÂT}ae=h< gj #v mdaNx> smÉv<

tda svR}ae=SmITyÉvdvilÝ< mm mn>   ,

yda ikiÂt! ikiÂt! buxjn-skazadvgt<

tda mUoaeR=SmIitJvr #v mdae me Vyygt>    ||

AiÀÄzÁ QAaeÉÆÕÃ„ºÀA UÀd EªÀ ªÀÄzÁAzsÀB ¸ÀªÀÄ¨sÀªÀA

vÀzÁ ¸ÀªÀðeÉÆÕÃ„¹äÃvÀå¨sÀªÀzÀªÀ°¥ÀÛA ªÀÄªÀÄ ªÀÄ£ÀB |

AiÀÄzÁ QAavï QAavï §ÄzsÀd£À-¸ÀPÁ±ÁzÀªÀUÀvÀA

vÀzÁ ªÀÄÆSÉÆðÃ„¹äÃwdégÀ EªÀ ªÀÄzÉÆÃ ªÉÄ ªÀåAiÀÄUÀvÀB   ||

yadäkiïcijïo'haà gaja iva madändhaù samabhvam

tadä sarvajïo'smétyabhavadavaliptaà mama manaù|

yadä kiïcit kiïcit budhajana-sakäçädavagataà

tadä mürkho'smétijvara iva mado me vyayagataù   || 

àitpdawR>
yda – When  ikiÂJ}> - knew a little  Ahm! - I   gj> - an elephant   #v - like   

mdaNx> -  blind with intoxication   smÉvm! - I was   tda - then    svR}> - all 

knowing   AiSm - I am  #it - thus   AÉvt! - was   AvilÝm! - conceited   mm - my   

mn> - mind  yda - when  ikiÂt! - little   ikiÂt! - little   buxjnskazat! - due to my 

association with scholars   Avgtm! - I learnt  tda -  then   mUoR> - fool   AiSm - I am   

#it - thus  Jvr> - fever   #v - like   

md>  - pride   me - my   Vyygt> - was gone

taTpyRm!
Knowing a little, I got blind with pride like an elephant. Then I arrogantly thought of 

myself as omniscient. When I did learn something, little by little, from the learned and 

realised that I was after all ignorant, my pride subsided like fever.
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Mandana Mishra was a staunch ritualist and disliked Sannyasins, he 

believed all Sannyasins are escapist; Adi Shankaracharya was popular in 

propagating Vedanta. When Mandana Mishra and Shankaracharya sat 

down for a debate, the condition was that if Bhagavatpada Adi 

Shankaracharya lost, he should leave Sannyaasa ashram and become 

Mishra's disciple and settle down and live a married life and if 

Bhagavatpada Shankaracharya were to win the debate then Mandana 

Mishra should take up Sannyaasa and become Shankarancharya's disciple.

Mandana Mishra's wife, Ubhaya Bharati, a scholar herself was chosen to be 

the judge. She  decided to be fair to both and therefore gave a flower 

garland each to wear and the condition was that whosoever's garland dries 

first would be the looser. 

The debate started, Mandana Mishra had never seen his match in 

knowledge and therefore was very proud of his knowledge and was unsure 

of the knowledge of Shankaracharya. Shankaracharya had an answer for 

everything asked by Mandana Mishra.  The garland on Mandana Mishra 

started drying up quickly and eventually dried up first (when the mind is not 

at rest and is agitated the body produces more heat and consequently the 

garland would dry up) and he had to give in to the condition to adopt 

Sannyasin's life and become Bhagavatpada's disciple.

Moral:   One needs to be aware of the ego of oneself and keep it under 
check, for an uncontrolled ego could drown thy self.
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