HTel e, emode BOWTBRF

Minaksi Paficaratnam

Introduction:

The Divine Mother, referred to as Mother Meenakshi here, is the Mother of the entire creation,
the entire Universe! To use the terms from the Upanishads, She is the material cause, prakruti,
who is also referred to as Shakti or Maya. She is the reason that creation is made possible.
She is the reason that the appearance of plurality is made possible. She is the embodiment
of beauty, compassion, love, Supreme and material Knowledge. Yet, She is never apart from
the Parabrahman and hence is in essence the Supreme Reality alone! The creation
is represented as being made by Shiva-Shakti or Ardhanaareeshwara. Thus, She is never apart

from Lord Shiva, who is in essence, the Supreme Reality alone!

In this Stuti, it is repeatedly mentioned that She is adored by Lord Narayana to whom She is
the younger sister. Lord Narayana, when seen as one of the Trimurties, is the sustainer,
nourisher and protector of the creation, the universe. The Divine Mother too nourishes and
protects the Universe! Thus, it is with the help of His younger sister, the Divine Mother alone,

Lord Narayana is able to protect the Universe!

The Divine Mother Meenakshi, in this Stuti is referred to as the One with eyes shaped like
the beautiful curve of the fish! Every stanza ends with the prayer where the devotee feels
blessed to be able to bow to her at all times and feel Her immense compassion in his life!
This hymn is to be picturised with all the descriptions it provides, to be in the Divine presence
of the Mother!
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Udyadbhanu-sahasrakoti-sadrsam Keytraharojvalam
Bimbosthih Smitadantapanktirucirarh Pitambaralankrtam |
Visnu-Brahma-Surendra-sevitapadar Tattvasvartparn Sivam
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SYUg-¥ld - Rising suns
"EE-®if¢ - thousand crore

HEMMH, - just like

%%-@T—d\rqc':l#l\ - resplendent with beautiful bracelets and necklaces
ey, - lips beautiful as the Bimba fruit

fma-g=a-9% - rows of beautiful teeth
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F&R’I’H\ - smiling

W—W& - adorned with golden yellow clothes
faeu-s’1-§¥-37% - Vishnu, Brahma, Devas such as Indra
Afa-9gM, - feet that are worshipped by

dTd-FI&9H - nature of Absolute Reality

T%IHTIL - Beloved of Lord Shiva

Iﬁ:ﬂ&ﬁ"l - To Minaskshi

quTd: TRH - bow down

Hedd¥d 3@H - Ialways

FEUI-IH_ MR, - Ocean of compassion

I ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean
of compassion. She shines with beautiful bracelets and necklaces and is resplendent like
a thousand crore rising suns! She has a charming smile with lips beautiful as the Bimba fruit
and rows of beautiful teeth. She is decked up in yellow clothes. With Lord Vishnu, Brahma and
Indra serving her feet and being the beloved of Lord Shiva, She is of the nature of Absolute
Reality!
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Reflections:

Devi, when seen in Her True nature, is essentially Parabrahman alone! When seen as prakruti,
She enables the beautiful universe to manifest. Thus, being the cause of the beautiful Universe,
She is beauty itself! She is also, thus the resplendent One who is adored by Her Lord,
Lord Shiva! In Devi Purana it is described that all the Gods, including Brahma, Vishnu and Indra
served Her feet after She had killed the Asura, Mahishasura.
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muktahara-lasatkirita-rucirar ptarnendu-vaktraprabham
sifjanntpura-kinkini-manidharam padmaprabha-bhasuram |
sarvabhista-phalapradam girisutam vanirama-sevitam
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HhleR - pearl necklaces
*4d_ e - Resplendent crown

o

&EUH, - Ornamented with
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Tﬁ%ﬂéﬁ-qmq\ - face radiates the delightfulness of the full moon

o

RIEFFYIL - of her anklets
foRfeolt - |for - 9|, - jingling bells of
931 99T - brightness of the fully bloomed Lotus

HGUH - luminous

@d anfi® - all desires

%S - Uq™_ - bestower of the fruits

oo

FTR - Gd™_ - the Daughter of Himavan

U - T - Saraswati and Lakshmi

ﬁl%lﬁTFI\ - served by

Hieell qurdisRA Gedang weugari . - | ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the

fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean of compassion.

I ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean
of compassion. Ornamented with pearl necklaces and a radiant crown, her face radiates
the delightfulness of the full moon. She adorns anklets whose bells jingle. She shines like the fully
bloomed lotus. This daughter of the Himalayas, adored by Sarasvati and Lakshmi, grants her

devotees their wishes.

Reflections:

While in the first verse Devi’s brilliance was compared to a thousand crore suns, here
the brilliance of Her smiling face is compared to the moon. Her brilliance is delightful, caring
and compassionate. She beckons her devotees towards Her by the jingling of her anklets and
grants them their desires. Although Devi is a single power manifesting as Sarasvati, Lakshmi and
Parvati, when Mother Meenakshi is seen as the Divine Mother, Goddess Sarasvati (knowledge)
and Goddess Lakshmi (wealth) adore and worship Her offering Her all their strengths. However,
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She remains completely detached by all this, as symbolized by the comparison that She shines
like the fully bloomed lotus.
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$rividyam Sivavama-bhaganilayam hrinkara-mantrojvalam
$ricakrankita-bindu-madhya-vasatimh §rimatsabha-nayikam |
$rimatsanmukha-vighnarajajananim $rimajjaganmohinim
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%ﬂ'l%lﬂ'rq\j embodiment of knowledge of SriChakra
Aa-am-\rT-MSAI™. - who is on the left side of Lord Shiva
BN - O - SIS - luminous beeja mantra Hreem

ST =eh - AfEd — In the SriChakra

ﬁr_g{, - Y - E|'H1%|TI\— resides in the middle dot, the Bindu
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ST~ @1 - AR, - leader of the Divine Assembly held by the Divine Goddess Herself
*Td_- Divine
JUHE - Skanda

f® - TS - Ganesha

G-FI?'ﬁ'FL— Mother

STd_ ST - Iﬁl%?ﬁtl\—, The Divine deluder of the Universe

HiAell qurdi s Gedang wevgari . - | ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the

fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean of compassion.

I ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean
of compassion. She is on the left side of Lord Shiva. Being the embodiment of the knowledge
of the Sri Chakra, she is invoked by the luminous beeja mantra Hreem. She resides in the bindu
(dot) which is in the centre of the Sri Chakra and is the leader of the Divine Assembly held
by the Divine Goddess Herself! She is, Jaganmohini, who deludes the Universe with Her beauty.

At the same time, She is the mother of Shanmukha and Ganesha!

Reflections:

The Sri Chakra is represents Divine Mother in the form of the Primordial energy which is
the cause of creation. It represents the combination of the masculine energy, Shiva and
the feminine energy Shakti. The bindu, dot in the middle of the Sri Chakra represents the source
from where all expansion begins. That is where our Divine Mother resides, it is from Her that
the Universe expands into multiplicity. Hreem is the beeja mantra for Mahamaya, the Divine
Mother. She is invoked by the chanting of this beeja mantra. While Maya is said to be
the obstacle between us and the Lord, it is only with the help and grace of Maya that we can
reach the Lord. Hence, it is important for all sadhakas to invoke the grace of the Divine Mother
in their spiritual journey.
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The significance of Divine Mother being described in this context as the mother of Ganesha and
Skanda, both being Commanders of the Ganas, could be that She is the force behind all our
thoughts (the ganas) encouraging and energizing us to constantly eradicate all the negatives
in us!
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$rimatsundara-nayikam bhayaharam jfianapradam nirmalam
Syamabharm kamalasanarcita-padam narayanasyanujam |
vina-venu-mrdanga-vadya-rasikam nanavidhamambikam
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%ﬂ'q?l\— gl - -‘-|Tﬁ?|7=Fﬂ:L - Beloved of the Most Handsome Lord
g - 8UH_ - Remover of fears

g€ - 9™ - Bestower of knowledge
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FHSH - Ever Pure One

IMHMM_ The Dark-complexioned One

HHS MHA - (Lord Brahma), One seated on a Lotus

T - 9q™_ - The feet worshipped by

AU - G, - Younger sister of Lord Narayana

UM - A9 - HEF - a1 - GERE. - Enjoyer of Veena, Flute and Mridanga
AT g - Varieties

AFEHRE. - Divine Mother

Hiamell surarsRd Gedaue wevgeari AR - | ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi,

the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean of compassion.

I ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean
of compassion. She, the Pure One is the resplendent, dark complexioned Beloved of the Most
Handsome Lord, who destroys all fears and bestows the Supreme Knowledge. She is
the younger sister of Lord Narayana and Her feet are worshipped by Lord Brahma, seated on the
Lotus. She, the Divine Mother Ambika, delights in the music of a variety of instruments such as

Veena, Flute, and Mridanga.

Reflections:

The Divine Mother is seen sometimes as Maha Gowri (fair complexioned One) and sometimes
as the dark complexioned One, Maha Kali! Whatever may be the description, She is the ever
luminous, resplendent One, Her brilliance being the brilliance of Self Knowledge! It is this
Self-knowledge alone that can destroy all fears and sorrows of the mortals. Only when we,
in complete devotion, surrender to the Divine, this knowledge is bestowed upon us and we are
freed from the clutches of samsara. She, the powerhouse of all shaktis, enjoys special love and
affection from the Nourisher of the creation, Lord Narayana as She is His younger sister! She is
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also worshipped by the creator, Lord Brahma, as without the Divine Mother no creation
is possible! As the Goddess of all capabilities, all siddhis, She is also the connoisseur of all fine
arts. In fact, the entire Universe is all music and gracious movements of the Divine Mother
alone!
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nanayogi-munidra-hrtsuvasatim nanartha-siddhi-pradam
nanapuspa-virgjitanghri-yugalam narayanenarcitam |
nada-brahmamayim paratparataram nanartha-tattvatmikam
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T JRT - ﬁ-‘-ﬁ?a B - hearts of the various yogis and sages
aI'Flf%l‘l:[\— Lives in

e ot - fafg - Ya™_ - bestows various accomplishments and capabilities
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1 959 - [ATd - S - IS, - feet are adorned with variety of flowers
AREUIT - AFA™_— Adored by Lord Narayana

g - FEHA expressed as the primordial sound

QUILAUH — Supreme Reality
qET - o7 - dwd - SATMCHEM. - is the essence of the various desires.
Hieell Jourdis R Gedang wevgari M. - | ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi,

the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean of compassion.

I ever bow down to Mother Meenakshi, the fish-eyed Goddess, who is the ocean
of compassion. She resides in the heart of the various yogis and munis (sages) and bestows
various accomplishments and capabilities to Her devotees. Lord Narayana adores the Divine
mother whose feet are adorned with variety of flowers. Her svaroopa is the Reality expressed as

the primordial sound. She being the Supreme, is the essence of the various desires.

Reflections:

All yogis and mystics worship the Diviner Mother who manifests as the various energy aspects
such as the Kundalini energy. She guides the yogis and sages on their chosen path to reach Her
by bringing to them the fruits of their efforts, enhancing their siddhis and bestowing upon them
the Supreme Knowledge. She is in essence this Supreme Knowledge itself and it is in this
Supreme knowledge that all desires find their fulfillment!

Conclusion:

May we constantly invoke the Grace of Mother Meenakshi, to go through our sadhana under
her protective guidance and reach the goal of this blessing called human life,

thus fulfilling the purpose of our birth!
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